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TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING 



ROBERT BARROW. 



This man of God, whofe habitation was in one 
of the Northern Counties of England^ was early con- 
vinced of the blefled truth of God, profeffed by the 
People called ^akers^ and hon after had a difpenfa- 
tion of the Gofpel committed to him. He lived in his 
Native Country, in efteem amongft his Neighbours, 
for his godly converfation, and honored in the Church 
of God, as an Elder who had abode faithful in his 
teftimony, both in preaching the Gofpel, fufFering 
for the fame, and behaving himfelf anfwerable there- 
unto. And in the year 1694 the Spirit of God (from 
whom he firft had his commiffion) requiring him to 
come over into thefe parts, to Preach the Gofpel here 
alfo, he was not dif obedient to the heavenly call^ but gave 
up to do the will of God, though in a crofs to his 
own, as appeared by an exprefEon of his, before he 
left England^ which was to this efFeft, " That he. had 
rather immediately have laid down his natural life there^ 
if by fo doing he could have kept his peace with God, 
than to have crojfed the Seas to America, ^^ Well ! hith- 
er he came, and after he had thoroughly vifited thefe 
parts, he took fliip for the Weji- Indian IJlands^ and at 
length was returning from Jamaica to this Town of 
Philadelphia^ when thefe calamities mentioned in the 
enfuing Journal befell him. How he behaved him- 
felf under them, is therein expreffed, with what pa- 
tience he was carried through them, with what faith 
he overcame, even the very worft of men, fo that it 
may be faid, He was ^^more than a conqueror*^ over 
thofe bloodthirfty Canibals ; ^^ looking to Him who was 
invijible^" and by his grace feeing beyond thtm and their 
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cruelty ; by Prayer ^'■ujrejiling with God for a hlejjing" 
even the blelling of being delivered out of their bar- 
barous hands, and laying his bones amongft faithful 
Friends; and fo effeflual were his fervent prayers, 
that they "-prevaiifd with Gsd;" andfo gracious was 
his God unto him, that He fealed an aflurance upon 
his fpirit, that his prayers were heard, and fhould in 
due lime be anfwered, before he was yet off his 
knees. And doubtlcfs, he was made a flrength and 
a comfort to his companions in afflidion, whofe re- 
membrance will not be eafily blotted out of their 
minds. 

One remarkable pafTage I cannot well omit, 
which demonftrates, he had well learnt of him who 
is a Gad of truth, to fpeak the truth upon all occa- 
fions, though with the hazard of his life. For as 
the Reader may obferve in the Series of this follow- 
ing relation, thefe poor people, for the fafeguard of 
their lives, had aifumed the name of Spaniards, fome 
on that account afierting what was wrong, others 
concealing the truth, yet this honeft hearted man, 
being direaiy aiked the quefton, Niciahrr, Nickaker? 
(their word for Engliflimen) could do neither ; but in 
fimplicity anfwered. Yes ; being aOced S<i concerning 
another, he again anfwered, Yes. Yet, though for 
his plain dealing he was ftript of his clothes, which 
till then he had faved ; God fuffered not thefe Sava- 
ges to touch his life, or the lives of any of his com- 
pany. 

Thus he paired through this affiifling trial, and at 
length arrived at this place, on the ill day of the 
2nd month 1697, though in much weaknefs, having 
been taken very ill of the belly-ache and Flux at 
jiugujline, of which he never 'recovered, but ftill 
grew worfe and worfe, to his dying day. It was 
about the 8th hour in the evening, when the Bark- 
eniint he was paiTenger in, arrived at this place. Di- 
vers Friends went on board, in order to "ct him 
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afliore, but he being in a very weak condition, they 
could not remove him at that time. He declared 
" his great fatisfaSfion^ that the Lord had granted his re~ 
queft^ that he might lay down his hones in this place ; 
that his heart was Jlrong^ and he hoped he might fir ft 
fee Friends again at the Meeting, He made mention of 
the goodnefs of God to him^ and that his prefence had 
attended him in all his exercifesJ*^ 

The next morning being the 2d of the 2d month, 
divers Friends went on board, to help the Veflel up 
to a Wharf, in order to get him on fliore, in which 
time he fpake as before related, God's Power attend- 
ing him. About the yth hour, divers Friends car- 
ried him in a Hammocker (being wrapt up in a blanket 
and clothes to keep him warm) to the houfe of Sam- 
uel Carpenter, Where he declared '' the goodnefs of 
God to him^ and that his heart was yet Jirong^ and his 
memory and underfianding good C^ after which he was 
fhifted and then flept a confiderable time. 

Being awaked, he uttered at feveral times very 
comfortable and precious expreflions, which fome 
who were prefent, afterwards committed to writing, 
what they could remember, and are as follows. He 
enquiring what was become of George KeitVs People ? 
Was anfwered that they were ftrangely divided, 
many of them become Baptifis^ and the honeft 
hearted amongft them returned to Friends, He faid 
to this purpofe, " They were fplit upon the Rock they 
had rejected. And that though it might pleafe God 
yet to try us many ways^ by fuffering our Neighbouring 
Governments, to tempt or perfuade us^ tofet up or eflah^ 
lijh the National miniftry here ; yet^ he defired us to 
Jiand in faithfulnefs againfi it^ and not touch there-- 
with. And he believed they would a Ifo much endeavour^ 
to perfuade us to join with them^ in ejfablijhing and 
maintaining a Militia among fl us ; which he alfo de- 
ftred us not to touch with^ and that if we kept faithful 
to the Lord^ He would defend and preferve us^ and that 
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■wt needed no fuch means of prefervation ; far if our 
ways did pleafe the Lord, he would make our Ene- 
mies to be at peace witli us." And he further faid 
" That Praphefy wm fuifilhd, and a Remnant ivert 
witneffi! of it; that Swords (hould be beat into 
Ploughftjares, and Spears into Pruning hooks ; and 
that thofe who make life of the Sword, (hould per- 
ish with the Sword." 

Speaking concerning fome Friends of the Min- 
iftry in Old England, he faid : "Many Friends about 
us that were rich men, and had public tejUmanies, were 
much cumbered tuitb their worldly concerns, which was 
a great hindrance to their public fervice, and I would 
be often fpeating to them about it : For (faid he) / 
found it to be a hindrance ta me, and fo I gave it all up 
into my Son's hands, be allowing me and my Wife fi 
much a year, and then I ivas at liberty, and had the 
World under my feet, -which 1 luould oft be telling them," 

He often faid, " That this place was God's Planta- 
tion ; That in Jamaica ani^ Carolina there were but 
few Friends, but thai this place had a great Faroe 
abroad, %vherever he had been, for an hone//, laborious 
and good people." Whereupon he exhorted us many 
times "Tis ieep up our fame," and told us the means 
how " By being faithful to God, and keeping in love 
one with another and by forgiving our trefpaffes one 
againjl another : Often exhorting us to love one an- 
other, mentioning that expreflion of our Saviour ^By 
this jhall all men knTW that ye are my difciples, if yt 
love one another.' " He likewife preJfed us "Ti meet 
often together ;" ufing this Scripture as a motive there- 
to, "For they that feared the Lord Met often together^ 
and fpake often one unto another, and a book of remem- 
brance was written." He further faid, " The Lord 
had given him the defire of his heart in coming hither^ 
and that, if he died here, he was very well fatisfied, and 
he believed his Wife -would aljo be -well fatisfied; and 
that as the Lord had given her to him, and him to her. 
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fo that they had given one another up ; and that when 
he came from her^ it was as if he was a going to his 
grave ; That neither Gold nor Silver^ Riches nor Honor ^ 
Jhould have parted them^ hut that he did it only in ohedi^ 
ence to the Lord^ and to keep his peace with GodJ^ 

He faid, '' that he had been convinced about 45 years ; 
^ had born a faithful tejiimony againji the hireling 
Priefts, ^ had been in Prifon feven times for his tejii- 
mony^ ^ the Lord had always been his Preferver & de- 
liverer, by ways that he thought not of; And fo Friends 
(faid he) will He be to you^ if you be faithful to him ; 
And that fever al who had been committed Prifoners with 
him^ had ufed indireSi means to get at liberty ; but it 
was always my refolution (faid he) not to bow a knee to 
Baal ; ^ yet the Lord wrought my deliverance.^^ And 
further he faid feveral times, " That in his late afflic- 
tions^ he had feen more of the wonders iff dealings of the 
Lord^ than ever he had feen before^ or ever Jhould have 
feen^ if he had not gone through them^ and that he felt 
the Lord with him^ which did out balance a 11,^^ 

Speaking of his patient bearing his fufFerings, 
and how he was fupported by the Lord's power un- 
der all, and of his inquiry of the Lord about it, the 
Lord's anfwer was : LET PATIENCE HAVE 
ITS PERFECT WORK. Speaking how fick he 
was at Jamaica for about twenty weeks, ^^yet (faid he) 
/ miffed but one meetingJ*^ He alfo faid '' That he de- 
fired of the Lord^ that he might not die by the hands of 
thofe Barbarians ; For (faid he) They thirjied^ or longed 
as much after our flejh^ as ever we did after ViSiuals,^^ 

On the 3d day of the 2d month, fome Friends 
coming into the room to vifit him, at the fight of 
them he feemed to rejoice, and putting forth his hand, 
was ready to embrace them in much love, and in a 
very tender frame of fpirit. The Friends expreffed 
their gladnefs to fee him, but faid. They were forry 
to fee him fo very weak ; to which he replied, " Al- 
though my body be weak^ my mind is found^ and memory 
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veryg^ 



y day, and this mermng h 
fweetly refrtjhed ms." And further added, ' 
hath anfuiertd my dejire ; for 1 defired content, and thiA 
I might come to this place, to lay my bones among 
And afterwards faid, "// is a good thing, to hat 
fcience void of offence, both tovjards God, and tnuardi 

On the 4th day of the 2d month, being the til 
day of the week, about the 5th hour in the morn- 
ing, he defired a Friend to write for him to his dear^ 
Wife, '■'■To remember his dear love to her, and to let htt 
know of his travels, Sc being here, & that the Lord jvat 
with him ; That his outward affairs were fettled, U 
that She hadwherewith all to live on." He further Taidl 
divers Friends being prefent, '■'•That the Lord was witA 
him, & all things were well, & that he had nothing M 
do, but ts Die." And accordingly on this day he de4 
parted, and on the 3d day following, being the 6tll{ 
day of the 2d month, was buried in Friends' burying! 
ground, in this Town of Philadelphia. ^ 
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